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Gidday All, 
 
Wow it’s been a long time since the Jan newsletter, 
the NZ tour is done and dusted, we actually 

managed to get the NY recovery ride completed (on the third attempt) and we are now in the 
middle of the Auto Italia planning. Yes we are going to participate this year despite the 
ridiculous price rise. Moving forward to next year depends on a number of issues that need to 
be debated. 
 
Also, The Peter Yeend Memorial run to Harrietville will take place and planning for that will 
begin forthwith. Speaking of our dearly departed life member (Yeendy) at the wake I 
approached brother Tony attempting to negotiate a price for the club to acquire Peter’s MC 
trailer. Tony would have none of it and graciously donated the trailed to the club. At present 
Taco has possession until we can organise a more permanent storage location. I propose we 
name it the “PY YBAF Mem Trailer”. I was going to insist we paint it yellow but that would 
mean removing some very good stickers. The trailer will be available to club members when 
not on club duties, however there are some logistics to sort through like cost (if any), damages 
incurred and borrowers’ responsibilities and insurance and rego.  
 
A fallout from the NZ tour also saw the committee decide to offer Honouree Membership to 
the partners of our life members. However, Honouree membership does not come with voting 
rights or the ability to hold a club position, for that you must pay. This decision was ratified by 
the seven or eight people that attended the Feb club meeting. 
 
 

 

- Club meeting to be held on Tuesday evening 

in March & April due to Public Holidays 

- Reports from the New Zealand trip 

- News on upcoming events & rallies like Auto 

Italia and the Autumn Leaf 

http://www.canberradistrictducaticlub.org.au/
http://www.canberradistrictducaticlub.org.au/


PO BOX 1282  CANBERRA CITY  ACT  2601 
www.canberradistrictducaticlub.org.au 

It’s almost MotoGP time again and it is looking good. Only costs a pretty orange one to play, 
come and join the mayhem. 
 
Have you seen the new Street Fighter, bloody hell it is divine. And only 34K for the up spec. 
Yummy!!! 
 
 

 
 
 

<< VP Dribble #4 >> 
 
Well it seems that I am back from the Land of the Long White Cloud but it seems that my brain 
was too lazy to get up and join me at the airport for the return trip. But all is not lost, the people 
at the hotel in Auckland found it and have assured me that they will express courier it back to 
me, but I am not sure it will make much difference anyway. 
 
All that aside, I think I can say that the NZ trip was a resounding success when you consider 
some of the stats: 18 people from several starting locations all arrived at Blenheim at the right 
time; we had fifteen bikes so fifteen riders; two pillions and one support vehicle driver; we did 
on average just under 3000kms in eight days with two rest days in Invercargill for the Burt 
Munroe celebrations; no breakdowns; no one binned it (I am sure Mike was happy about that) 
and only two speeding fines. All our accommodation was as expected so no real issues there. 
So not counting the occasional alcoholic mishaps; some chafing and a few sore bums, I say 
again a resounding success! 
 
I would now like to give credit where credit is due. 
 
First, a massive thanks to Taso for the tireless work he put in to make it all happen. 
 
Second, thank you again to Rod (Boofhead) for taking on the selfless job of leading us around 
with only the occasional hiccup, mostly not his fault. Well done Rod. 
 
Third, has to go to Janine (J9) who drove the support vehicle with all our luggage on board 
and some water and lollies at every stop if you needed water or glucose she was there with it 
and she packed the car every morning. So all we had to do was drop our bags at the car and 
miraculously it would be at the next hotel. I am not sure that things would have run so smoothly 
and that we would have enjoyed ourselves without J9’s tireless work. She even managed to 
help one person out for a day who was a little under the weather (I think she enjoyed the 
company for the day). It is a lonely job so Thank You Heaps J9! 
 
Fourth, has to go to Alex from Beatnik Moto, she and her helpers managed to get us all in and 
out with a bike including all of the required taking of credit card swipes and paperwork in 
around 2 hours! A sterling effort that! Alex also joined us for dinner on the last night and I would 
say that by the end of the night I hope she felt like one of our flock, you are always welcome 
at any of our events. A HUGE THANK YOU to you Alex. 
 
 
 
And last, and as the old cliché says but by no means least, has to go to Mike Gilbert for the 
unquantifiable amount of work he put in to make our event the huge success it was. Mike ’s 
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efforts in making this thing happen are extraordinary. Now you may say that it is his business 
and you would be right, but Mike has done all he has done under massive duress as he has 
recently been diagnosed with a very serious cancer and was still getting his head around this 
at the same time as working to get his biggest rider group out on the road! I even heard that 
he was still working on our bikes the night before we were to depart, yet he was to be getting 
treatment the morning we invaded his business premises. 
 
Mike is dealing with his predicament and is now trying to make more men aware of how our 
health can bite us on the arse and raise awareness. My only regret, and I think I speak for 
everyone in the group, is that we were not able to meet Mike in person. I hope that may still 
happen one day; well Mike here is three cheers for you; hooray, hooray, hooray and thanks 
again for your massive efforts to make our ride the memorable experience it was. Keep your 
chin up mate and we are all sending positive vibes your way, please use them to kick its arse!! 
 
I think that this event proves how strong and tenacious our Club really is and credit should go 
to all the organisers and participants for making it a success. 
 
Well I think that is enough from me for now, so to all out there remember no matter what life 
dishes up let’s all fight the big fight that is life!! 
 
And remember DUCATI ON DUDES! 
 
AB the VP 
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Here is the latest calendar of CDDC events. See list after the tables for other events. For further 
information, please contact our Ride Co-Ordinator Rhys Ban (contact details at end of Newsletter). 
Don’t forget, on all club rides TUFU applies (turn up fueled up). If you turn up then realise you need 
fuel and are gonna duck off to get fuel, then tell the ride coordinator. 
 

 

CDDC events in April 2020 

Tues 14th CDDC Monthly Meeting 7:30pm @the Kingston Hotel, Canberra Ave 
Kingston. Meeting starts @ 7:30 – eats from 6:00 for those who want to grab 
a meal before the meeting & still be in time. 

Sat 18th Short Ride 
Want to lie in and still go for a ride? Have commitments to do groceries, 
chores, or some other menial task not related to riding? Do not fear! meet for 
lunch at Pollen Cafe at 12 pm prior to a short ride around Canberra. 

Wed 22nd Social Evening 
Come have a pint at Capital Brewing Co. from 6 pm to see off the long, warm 
days of Summer and brace for the longer nights of winter. 

Fri 24th, 
Sat 25th, 
Sun 26th  

Autumn Leaf Rally  
See flyer below for more details + registration/EOI 

 
Note: The event start times & venues are subject to change – make sure you confirm latest 
event info on the website @ https://canberradistrictducaticlub.org.au/ The CDDC provides 
funds for a support vehicle & recovery trailer on sanctioned club rides like the Harrietville, 
Khancoban runs & Bevels to the Bay run each year. See other comments re the funding of 
support vehicles & trailer on CDDC club rides in this newsletter. 
 
Ride/event ideas 
If you would like to lead a ride of your choice or have a suggestion for a ride, please email 
ridescddc@gmail.com. Aside from these planned rides, I encourage everyone to start events 
via the club website or Facebook page for casual short rides.  

CDDC events in March 2020 

Tues 10th CDDC Monthly Meeting 7:30pm @the Kingston Hotel, Canberra Ave 
Kingston. Meeting starts @ 7:30 – eats from 6:00 for those who want to grab 
a meal before the meeting & still be in time. 

Fri 20th, 
Sat 21st, 
Sun 22nd 

Harrietville (Peter Yeend Memorial) Ride 
This year's Harrietville ride has been moved forward into March to 
accommodate the timing of other events. as always, contact the Snowline 
Motel on Snowline Hotel on 03 5759 2524 to make arrangements for your 
accommodation. 
Meet at the Caltex in Hume at 8 am, ready for an 8:30 departure. 

Sun 29th Auto Italia 
An annual event celebrating all things Mechanically Italian. Bikes, Scooters 
and cars. See below flyer for more information. 
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Auto Italia Canberra 2020 is on at EPIC on Sunday 29 March. 
 
The Canberra District Ducati Club has provided material support for Auto Italia for many 
years by encouraging owners of Italian bikes to participate in the exhibition. In more recent 
years we have increased our involvement by managing the bike and scooter registration 
desk, providing marshals to prepare the bike display and judges to select trophy winners. 

The club’s meeting place on the day is in the CDDC marquis where people can find out more 
about Ducati’s, join our club or buy Ducati merchandise. The club also provides free bottles 
of water for club members; And this year we shall 
be running our BBQ once again where you can 
buy good tucker at good prices. 

Bike Registration 
Early bird online registrations are now open until 
midnight on Sunday 22 March. 

The entry fee this year has risen for the first time in 
many years and is now $15 per bike for the first 
two bikes. If you wish to register more than two 
bikes, there is a flat fee of $30 for as many bikes 
as you like. If you wish to register more than two 
bikes, please email autoitalaicddc@gmail.com to 
arrange (the discounted fee is not available 
online). 

From March 23rd and on the day, the registration 
fee will be $20 per bike. 

Entry to the arena on the day will be through Gate 
2, NOT the same as last year. 

Follow this link to register. 

Trophies 
Five trophies will be awarded again this year 

• Best Ducati Classic   (Pre-1988 ish) 
• Best Ducati Touring  (ST, Multistrada, 

Paso) 
• Best Ducati Sports   (Supersport, Superbike) 
• Best Ducati Naked   (Monster, Diavel) 
• Best Ducati Modified  (Race, Café) 

 
Entry for Spectators 
Entry this year remains at $5 per adult. People under 16 accompanied by an adult get in 
free. There is ample car parking at EPIC and priority parking is available for people with a 
Disabled Access pass. Just follow the signs and directions from the marshals. 

Further Information 
An email will be sent to all members in the week before the event with updates and any 
additional information. 

You can also follow Auto Italia Canberra on Facebook.  
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<<. CDDC SUPPORTERS .>> 

These are the businesses that support the club through donations, discounts: Belt & Bevel, 

Canberra Motorcycle Centre, MotoGarage, New Eagle Signs, St John Ambulance ACT 

& CanPrint. Many thanks to them and show your appreciation by patronising these 

businesses. 

 

 

 

!!  IT’S YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO KEEP YOURSELF UP-TO-DATE  !! 

Have you moved? Changed your email address? Changed your contact number? Remember, 

if your contact details change, it’s your responsibility to advise the CDDC of your new address. 

Don’t complain if you are a financial member & you are not getting notices or newsletters – 

you’ll find in 101% of cases you’ve not notified of your change. Also, if you update your member 

details through your DOC portal, you also need to advise membership. If you have any 

problems with receiving information, please contact secretarycddc@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Weekly Rides – Grant Fuller 

 
With the start of the New Year, monthly weekday club rides will commence again. 

The rides are primarily aimed at older model bikes that may be on historic/concessional 

registration, however anyone in the club is welcome to attend these rides. 

The starting point for all of the rides will be the same as last year, Coronation Park in Yass. 

This is located in the main street on the left hand side when entering from Canberra. The 

Visitor Information centre and public toilets are also located there. 

There will be a purpose to each ride, with either a place of interest or an event to attend, along 

with a lunch location for the day. I also intend to have a couple of overnight rides throughout 

the year to add to the interest.   
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Report from the far country member 

By Chris Roberts 
 

 
Hi folks, I’m still on a high from riding the Great White Cloud with the club. I’m hoping others 
might write about that but in summary, Taso did his usual great job when he organizes 
something and putting us onto Beatnik and Mike Gilbert was an absolute winner. Zero issues 
with planning, routes, the bikes, accommodation and back up vehicle and support. There was 
an issue with Corona virus and a bottle of bourbon but what happened on tour stays on tour. 
 
The planets finally aligned for Gaye and I and we had our first ride with the Ducati Owners 
Club of SA. A perfect warm day and a large group of about 26 bikes. Unfortunately the club 
didn’t live up to its name as a drinking club with a bike problem. Not one pub was bothered. 
We met at a cafe at the bottom of Waterfall Gully Rd and wound our way up through Mount 
Osmond onto the old Highway and Devil’s Elbow and Eagle on the Hill for a regroup. I know 
that place names won’t mean much to most of you except the Adelaide Club members, like 
Murray and maybe just Murray. Then into Crafers, Piccadilly and Lobethal Amber Light Cafe 
for coffee. (AB, you should have seen it then - both sides of the Main Street festooned with 
shiny 2 wheeled things) Then a ride out to Woodside to lunch at Kanmantoo. From there it 
was a short fast ride home on some nice 65/75 k ++ corners. We took off early to catch a blues 
legend at The Macclesfield pub. The club ride continued without us and went past our front 
gate. 20+ Ducati’s on song accelerating past our house made us smile and glad we were home 
to hear it. 
 
From before Lobethal to the other side of Woodside was the scene of the bushfires. Sad 
looking collapsed buildings but a lot of the burnt trees have sprouted greenery. We had a 
decent (30 - 60mm) drop of rain a few weeks back that has kicked nature back into the growth 
cycle. One of the ‘old geezers’ (like really old compared to me) sidled up to introduce himself 
as another newish member - this was his 4th ride. He asked, ‘have you ever seen such flagrant 
disregard of the road rules?’ No I lied. Great wasn’t it! That leads me to what they do different 
to the CDDC. Firstly a lot of members turn up for rides although I’m told only about 15-20 to 
meetings out of around 140 members. They corner mark really well. The Ride Captain points 
and the second rider ALWAYS stops and marks (then rides back to the front which looked 
fun). At the briefing it was mentioned that ‘no one should have to wait more than 10 minutes 
for the designated tail end Charlie’. Gaye and I gave each other a look having both spent at 
least 20+ minutes recently waiting on the side of a road in a foreign country. If that was to 
happen the plan is to ring the Ride Captain who can sort out with the Charlie what the problem 
is. They also ride well as a tight group with the instructions that people attempt to maintain 
contact with the person in front or wave the rider behind you through. I’m told the secret is 
frequent regroups to allow people to catch up. Which is ok when you aren’t riding all that far 
but with longer distances I’d get the shits with stopping all the time. One advantage I saw with 
a tight formation is in regards to Mr or Ms Plod. If there is a large group all slightly above the 
suggested speed limit, it makes it harder to pick off just one. One of their better ideas that 
might suit the CDDC is having multiple Ride Captains who are each responsible for organising 
and leading a ride on a roster basis. So it doesn’t fall to one person to come up with all the 
rides. 
 
So there you go. My report from SA as promised to Mr YBAF, may he Rest In Peace. 
Chris Roberts.   
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Nicknames from NZ 

By Janine Wilson 
 
So our recent CDDC pilgrimage to New Zealand’s South Island has been done and dusted. I 
believe an enjoyable time was had by most, if not all. Some members were not well at some 
points but that was either a pre-existing condition; self-inflicted alcohol induced or lack of riding 
fitness. 
 
As usual it is sometimes lonely driving behind a group so I tend to let my mind wander and 
think of funny things or sing songs or wish the group well and generally send good vibes out 
to the Spirits to keep my riders safe. Some may scoff at this but it worked! We all come back 
safe and sound without hurting any bikes or vehicles. I think all of us are all still friends and 
still talking to each other as well! That in itself is an achievement. 
 
So during my time and over the 10 days some funny nick names came into my head about 
each of our group. I share them with you now as a bit of light hearted fun. Most of you will 
know the majority of the group but we had a few ring ins as well and by the end they were just 
more of the CDDC family as far as I am concerned. 
 

Rod Hood THE RIVER Rod was our ride leader and ended up being 
the self-proclaimed river to his people. Did a 
great job too! 

Chris 
Roberts 

CORONA VIRUS 
TIED ONE ON 
HORNY AWARD 
IN OVER MY HEAD 

Chris had many names as he is so cheeky! 
After the first days ride he got to the pub and 
Corona buckets were on special (4 bottles of 
Corona in a bucket of ice for a good price) so 
he had 3 or 4 buckets! Then he spent a lot of 
the evening in the car park of our 
accommodation helping Terry, Jeff and Taso 
make light work of a couple of bottles of 
alcohol. Then at a servo just out of Wanaka he 
wanted everyone to hurry up so just sat there 
on his horn for like 2 mins. 

Gaye 
McIntyre 

SILENT GENERAL Gaye was mostly quiet and seemed to be 
enjoying her riding but always kept in touch 
with Rod and let her old “rider coordinator” role 
come out when needed. 

Taso Samios FIRST NIGHT 
SPECIALIST 

Well Taso was part of the first night 
shenanigans with Chris, Terry and Jeff and 
vowed he would not do it again. He was so 
foggy he got lost on the second day and ended 
up in Christchurch even though none of us did! 

Alan Beavan THE GYMNAST Alan was moody, up and down; happy and 
grumpy; shitty and not; hungry and not; likes it 
and doesn’t; in pain and not. Flipping and 
flopping all over the place just like a gymnast. 

George Step MATURE MASTER George was our elder statesman on the ride. 
He is fast and smooth and he found Taso and 
got back to the group safely but fast. 
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Yvette 
Polonyi 

MOST IMPROVED Yvette did fantastic to make it around the trip. 
She had not had much ride time before it but 
her confidence and cornering and fighting 
attitude have grown. 

John Lloyd THE ENIGMA John was along to enjoy himself and he did I 
think. But I heard he forgot some corner 
markings and he also was often off on his own 
head space having fun. 

Ross Burke UP THE GARDEN 
PATH 

Apparently Ross would say it was a short way 
and it wasn’t; that the weather would be fine 
and it wasn’t; then it was going to rain and it 
didn’t; and he did not quite get the corner 
marking that Rod was pointing at, which was 
how Taso found Christchurch! 

Leigh 
Campbell 

BEST TEC EVER Leigh was the Tail End Charlie for 6 of the 8 
days. He was very responsible and thoughtful 
and looked out for all the riders. He and I had 
the same Tom-tom routes and went on the 
same roads, even if everyone else didn’t. We 
also had lots of phone conversations about 
missing turns and missing people. Hope you 
enjoyed your last couple of days being able to 
ring the Scramblers neck. 

Bill Campbell FLURO MAN Bill is Leigh’s brother. He has bright orange 
riding pants and jacket. I always knew it was 
him. He often stood on the roadway to flag me 
into servos or motels, thanks Bill, hope we see 
you again at some of the CDDC events. 

Tim Foster DILLIGAF Mr Foster - do I look like I give a f*#k? You may 
have seen the pic of Timmy on FB with his 
riding pants down around his shins. Well most 
days it was t shirt, jocks and crocs. Nothing 
fazes Tim, Mr casual. 

Peter 
Fenwick 

TROJAN Peter just soldiered on through everything, 
middle of the pack, always helped me loading 
the car, always stood back and graciously 
waited for the evening room shake downs and 
never made waves with the group. Did drop his 
helmet and broke his visor but that duct tape 
did come in handy! 

Jeff Riddle MR NICE GUY Jeff was always bright, cheery, easy going and 
I don’t think I heard him complain once. Always 
looked after Jill and Patty and followed Terry 
where ever he went. He even checked the fluid 
levels on the Disco for me. 

Jill Riddle TROOPSTER Jill is Jeff’s wife, lovely lady, great company, 
even had her birthday during the trip (yes we 
had chocolate cake for it). Just went with the 
flow, never complained and took it all in her 
stride. Except one day she came in the car with 
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me as she wasn’t feeling so good, I enjoyed the 
company thanks. 

Terry Riddle THE 
TROUBLEMAKER 

Terry made trouble right at the get go in 
Canberra. The name on his travel docs didn’t 
match the name in his passport!! That took 40 
mins to sort out. Then he took the muffin with 
him from the Cbr to Syd flight and took pictures 
of it at many different locations throughout NZ 
and then forgot about it at Sydney till the 
quarantine dog sat next to him and his bags. 
Fun guy, great to get to know him! 

Patty HOT TAMALE Patty is Terry’s partner and she comes from 
Chile. But she sure makes Draggin Jeans look 
HOT and she just hangs onto Terry on the bike 
and never complains. 

 
 
Stay tuned people I have more stories coming in the next Newsletter. 
 
Ciao J9 
 

  

The “DISCO” Support Vehicle taking 
in Mt Cook 

The bikes at Lake Tekapo 
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A big thanks to Leigh Campbell and Alan Corey for their contributions to this month’s Articoli 
Vari. 
 

 
 
One of the most useful things I have read about riding comes from ‘Sport Riding Techniques’ 
by Nick Ienatsch: 
 
“I made myself a promise to speed only if I was late for an important event or having a great 
time.” 
 
Sometimes I forget, (e.g.last meeting), but I reckon it has saved me lots of grief over the years. 

- Alan 

 

 
 
Little Speed Fiend: 1967 Ducati 50 SL/1 
Read more here. 

 
 

 
 
Another interesting website found by Leigh, check it out here. 
 

 
 
Read here about the man who has a dream job; designing Race Tracks! 
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 DUCATI RESOURCES IN THE ACT/QUEANBEYAN/YASS AREA  
 

So, you own, or are thinking of owning a Ducati in the ACT/Queanbeyan/Yass area. What 

resources/support can you access if you do own a Duck or you get a Duck? Set out below is 

a list of the main sources of bikes, parts, servicing, advice you can call upon. 

 

Canberra Motorcycle Centre (CMC) 

http://www.canberramcc.com.au/ 

30 Ipswich St Fyshwick – 6175 4444 

CMC is the local Ducati dealership. So, for any warranty work it’s the only resource. Obviously 

they also sell parts, official Ducati clothing as well as doing servicing. My experience is Steve 

in parts is really helpful. 

 

Belt & Bevel (B&B)  

http://beltandbevel.com.au/  

Call 0408 223 069 to speak to Michael Fuller 

B&B is the place for that hard to find part, both for new & old Dukes. B&B stocks many parts 

not found anywhere else. As a special exclusive for CDDC members a 10% discount can be 

accessed but you need to quote the discount code which is currently CDDC19. 

 

Desmoharmonic 

desmoharmonic@icloud.com 

Fyshwick - 0408764374 

Desmoharmonic as in desmodromic is a new service studio owned and operated by Peter 

Giles who many of you may know as he has been specialising in Ducati service here in 

Canberra since 2001 and has over 25 years’ experience with Ducati working at many different 

dealerships including JHP Ducati Coventry UK. Desmoharmonic can cater for all your service 

needs on all models post warranty, a tyre service is also available. He too is offering a 10% 

discount on all parts to club members. 

 

Moto Garage 

http://www.motogarage.com.au 

Unit 8, 91-93 Grimwade Street, Mitchell - 6162 2031 
Desmo Tuning and Servicing of Ducati’s. 
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THE COMMITTEE 
 
Supporto Principale 
President 

Ken (Sarge) 
Purbrick 

0414 569 
626 

presidentcddc@gmail.com 

Basamento 
Vice President 

Alan Beavan 0418 659 
765 

vicepresidentcddc@gmail.com 

Triple Clamp 
Secretary 

Craig Evans 0418 118 
165 

secretarycddc@gmail.com 

Tappo del serbatoio 
Treasurer 

Ross Burke 0412 666 
630 

treasurercddc@gmail.com 

Pastore 
Membership 

TBA  membershipcddc@gmail.com 

Mettere in Mot 
Ride Co-ord 

Rhys Ban 0402 229 
357 

ridescddc@gmail.com 
 

Ufficiale pubblico 
Public Officer & 
Privacy Officer 

Taso Samios 0406 376 
925 

my749r@bigpond.com 
 

Merce/insegne reali 
Merchandise/Regalia 

Doug Lawrie  regaliacddc@gmail.com 

Bevel Padrone 
ACT & NSW Historic 
Motorcycles 
Registrar 

Grant Fuller 0422 677 
155 

historiccddc@gmail.com 

Fuel injection 
mapping 
Web maestro 

Michael 
Fuller 

0406 376 
925 

webmastercddc@gmail.com 

Caporedattore 
Editor 

Joey Beavan 0408 636 
964 

editorcddc@gmail.com 

Quartermaster/ 
Property Officer/ 
Social Secretary 

Alan Beavan 
& Janine 
Wilson 

0421 281 
806 

neweagle@bigpond.com.au 

 
Postal address: CDDC PO Box 1282 Canberra City ACT 2601 
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