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Yasou, 

You may be aware the committee, with great input from Michael Fuller, are working towards the new web 
site for the club and we anticipate it will be ready to go officially early August. Thank you Michael!! We have 
also been able to wake Rhys up from hibernation and he has promised to stick a few rides and non rides into 
the winter calendar!! 

 

The Prez’s view on his 1299S – he’s always in control 

Even though the weather is not the best just remember great rides, like Khancoban, are only a few months 
away (10th/11th Nov at this stage) and hopefully Rhys will shortly be posting a 6-12 month ride calendar on the 
web site with at least all our regular rides listed. Over to you Rhys!! 

-Luglio - 2018-
2

MotoGP Tipping Comp round report/results 

Loaded Dog run report 

40yr memorials to Hailwood’s TT win in ‘78 

Motorbike oils – all you need to know 



PO BOX 1282  CANBERRA CITY  ACT  2601 

www.cddc.org.au 

Our overseas jet setters, AB, Janine, Joey as well as Secretary Marilyn and Hoppo, are still posting daily on our 
Facebook page and their stories and photos are really great but I am a little worried as to how much food and 

coffee AB is consuming!! Don’t forget the meeting this Monday night at the Kingo.   Taso 

(interruttore a specchio) 

 

Ducati Supersport 

<< VP Dribble #7 >> 

This month I thought I would share an article that Dave Shipley wrote about 10-11 years ago when he and I 
worked on the Defence Motorcycle Safety Awareness Project. This article appeared in all three Defence 
Newspapers in the day and the message is as true today as the day Dave wrote it. 

Nearly 25% of rider injuries could have been prevented with proper braking. 

The front and rear brakes do different things during hard braking. The front will do most of the stopping while 
the rear steadies and prevents the bike getting out of line. But you can’t just grab the brakes because they will 
lock, and grip between the tyres and the road will be lost. 

Set up after rolling off the throttle by gently squeezing the front brake to compress the front forks a little. The 
weight of the rider and the bike then moves to the front tyre and increases grip with the road. 

Progressively squeezing the front brake, with the handle bars straight, takes advantage of this increased grip. 
The weight transfer continues and the rider can stop quickly without skidding. 

 

Meanwhile weight is coming off the rear wheel, so the rider can only use a little pressure on the rear brake or 
a lock up may occur. 

Good grip on the road is essential for effective braking. More grip means a rider can squeeze the front brake 
harder without losing control. 

So, in wet, sandy or muddy conditions, you can’t squeeze the brakes as hard. 

In these conditions the rider must allow more space to stop. Heavy braking in corners will cause a crash as 
some of the tyres’ ‘grip’ is being used in cornering. 
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Setting up and squeezing helps avoid skidding. 

A skidding tyre has very little grip on the road and no directional stability. 

If the front tyre skids, the rider cannot take avoiding action because a skidding front tyre will not respond to 
steering inputs. If a front tyre skids the rider must quickly release the front brake and reapply progressively to 
regain control. 

A locked rear wheel will cause the bike to slide. In this case the rider must release the rear brake before the 
bike gets too sideways and then reapply the brake gently. 

!!  It’s your responsibility to keep yourself up-to-date  !! 

Have you moved? Changed your email address? Changed your contact number? Remember, if your contact 
details change, it’s your responsibility to advise the CDDC of your new address.Don’t complain if you are a 
financial member & you are not getting notices or newsletters – you’ll find in 101% of cases you’ve not 
notified of your change. Also, if you update your member details through your DOC portal, you also need to 
advise membership. If you have any problems with receiving information, please contact secretary@cddc.org 

 

Here is the latest calendar of CDDC events. See list after the tables for other events. For further information, please 
contact our Ride Co-ordinator Rhys Ban (contact details at end of Newsletter). Don’t forget, on all club rides TUFU applies 
(turn up fuelled up). If you turn up then realise you need fuel and are gonna duck off to get fuel, then tell the ride co-
ordinator/captain. 

CDDC events in Luglio 2018 

Sat 7th CDDC Dinner 

Dinner at Beach Burrito Co in Civic. Meet at 6.30 for cheap tacos and tequilla. 

Sun 8th Club Ride 

Is it cold yet? A short Sunday run around the South end of Canberra. Meet at the Coffee Guru in 

Lanyon for a short squirt through the Southern windies. Meet at 10.30 for an 11 am departure. 

Mon 9th CDDC monthly meeting 

7:30pm @ the Kingston Hotel, Canberra Ave Kingston. Meeting starts @ 7:30 – eats from 6:00 for 

those who want to grab a meal before the meeting & still be in time for meeting start @ 7:30pm. 

Sun 27th Club Ride 

Short Sunday Squirt. Meet at the Coffee Guru at Lanyon 11:00am for an 11:30 ride around the 

Southern fun bits! 

 

CDDC events in Agosto 2018 

Sun 5th Club Ride 

Sunday, Funday. Meet at the McDonalds at Majura Park att 11:00am for a short ride departing at 

11:30 and lunch at Gundaroo. 

mailto:secretary@cddc.org
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CDDC events in Agosto 2018 

Mon 13th .CDDC monthly meeting 

7:30pm @ the Kingston Hotel, Canberra Ave Kingston. Meeting starts @ 7:30 – eats from 6:00 for 

those who want to grab a meal before the meeting & still be in time for meeting start @ 7:30pm. 

The CDDC $5,000 donation to Rise Above, being some of the proceeds of the successful NDR run 

by the club in March, will be presented @ the meeting. 

Note: The event start times & venues are subject to change – make sure you confirm latest event info on the website 
@ https://www.cddc.org.au/ 

The CDDC provides funds for a support vehicle & recovery trailer on sanctioned club rides like the Harrietville, Khancoban 
runs & Bevels to the Bay run each year. See other comments re the funding of support vehicles & trailer on CDDC club 
rides in this newsletter. 

Ride/event ideas 

If you would like to lead a ride of your choice or have a suggestion for a ride, please email rides@cddc.org.au. 
Aside from these planned rides, I encourage everyone to start events via the club website or Facebook page 
for casual short rides. I also encourage everyone to let me know if you have an idea for a day, evening, or 
longer ride. I will be putting a system in place to ensure that I can give everyone a little something that they 
want. Information on this will be shared at the Club's General Meeting on Monday 13 November 2017. Let me 

know if you have anything else you would like me to elaborate on.     Rhys 

<< Upcoming CDDC events for your diary >> 

BASED ON INTEREST ONLY: 2 Week Tassie Trip 

The Triple J One Night Stand will be held this year in St Hellens , Tas on Saturday 1 September. Based on 
Interest, I would like to organise a ride from Canberra to Tassie along some of the nicest roads between the 
two. Rough dates are 27 Aug to 7 Sept. Please contact me (Rhys) for further info & queries. 

1st Saturday each month CMC ride. Meet at 10am 

At the CDDC August monthly meeting, the CDDC $5,000 donation to Rise Above, being some of the 

proceeds of the successful NDR run by the club in March, will be presented. 

Sat/Sun 10 & 11 November – Khanconban Run (annual Phil Goldacre memorial run) 

1 December 2018 – CDDC 40th Anniversary Dinner – see details in this newsletter 

<< Upcoming non-CDDC events for your diary >> 

Gluwhein Rally – run by the VVMCCACT who provide breakfast @ Casurina Sands @ the Cotter Meet at Green 
Square Kingston 8.30 for 9.00 am ride out to the Cotter for breakfast and a coffee. 

<<  AMCA Antique Bike Weekend at Bulli  >> 

Attention Ducati owners, racing enthusiasts and motorcyclists in general. Its now 40 years since the late great 
Mike Hailwood won the Isle Of Man TT on the 900SS Ducati. This incredible feat came about through an 
Australian "Jim Scaysbrook", and an Australian race, "The Castrol Six Hour". You can see the Hailwood 6-hour 
bike and listen to Hailwood's co-rider and motorcycle legend, Jim Scaysbrook tell how he lured Mike Hailwood 
out of retirement, and unwittingly, put into place the greatest motorcycle fairytale of all time. Where and 
when? - the 25th of August, 2018 at the AMCA Antique Bike Weekend at Bulli! 

https://www.cddc.org.au/
mailto:rides@cddc.org.au
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<< WANTED >> 

Merchandise Officer 

Your club requires a Merchandise Officer!! What’s that you ask! Someone who can look after our little shop 
which at this time mainly consists of shirts. If you are looking for a way to help your club in some way this is it. 
What’s required? 

 The ability to store a few boxes 

 Good customer service skills (insert smiley emoji here) 

 Skills to balance a day’s trading and audit stock levels 

 liaise with Treasurer and committee 

 Able to attend some meetings and main events. 

If you are able to help please speak to someone on committee. Ciao,    Marilyn 

<< CDDC Discounts >> 

Canberra Motorcycle Centre 

A CDDC discount has been negotiated with Canberra Motorcycle Centre for all club members. 10% discount 
applies to services, accessories & parts. Remember to ask for your discount as a member of CDDC and present 
your current membership card at point of sale. The  only discount that applies at Canberra Motorcycle Centre 
is on spares, accessories and service.  The discount is usually 10% but can vary depending on item and at the 
discretion of CMC. There is no discount at the Cafe. 

<< CDDC SUPPORTERS >> 

These are the businesses that support the club through donations, discounts: Belt & Bevel, Canberra 
Motorcycle Centre, MotoGarage, Neweagle Signs, St John Ambulance ACT & CanPrint. Many thanks to them 
and show your appreciation by patronising these businesses. 

<< Membership >> 

As at 5th July 2018 the CDDC had 122 members. 

<< 2018  – CDDC 40th Anniversary  >> 

The date for the dinner has been set for Sat 1 December 2018. A venue has also been identified as the 
probable location being the Canberra Park Resort corner of Federal Highway and Old Well Station Road 
Gungahlin 2912 - next to EPIC showgrounds. The CDDC will be providing a subsidy for the cost of the dinner to 
financial members. 

We have set up a mailbox called 40th_anniversary@cddc.org.au and as requested by Gaye. (there is an 
underscore between 40th and anniversary). We will be putting out a DOC News item to members advising 
them of the mailbox and inviting them to send photos, articles, memories and stories of the past 40 years. 
Gaye will be the moderator of the mailbox. Emails landing in the Inbox will be automatically forwarded to the 
following 40th Anniversary sub-committee members. 

 vice.president@cddc.org.au 

mailto:40th_anniversary@cddc.org.au
mailto:vice.president@cddc.org.au
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 secretary@cddc.org.au 

 events@cddc.org.au 

 rides@cddc.org.au 

So get those pics, memories, event ideas, things to do coming in!!! 

<< CDDC 40th Anniversary T-shirts  >> 

The 40th anniversary t-shirts are being printed. They will be available for sale at the AGM in a wide range of 
sizes and two styles. We will also have t-shirts available in children sizes for Ducatisti (in training). The design 
chosen for the t-shirt is a homage to the 70's. 

 

<< New batch of CDDC shirts now available >> 

The CDDC has a new batch of club shirts that might take your fancy (thanks to Steve Hopper for org). They 
were on sale @ Auto Italia. Colour combinations are Black/Red & White/Red for men in sizes M to XXXL & 
Black/Red & White/Black for women in sizes 10 to 18. Limited stock and sizes so get in early. They’d make a 
fantastic birthday gift for your partner or girlfriend/boyfriend. A member of the Committee will even come to 
your place & iron it for you. Get your order in with the regalia persons – see end of newsletter. 

    

New CDDC T Shirts in white or black. Be kool & attractive 

mailto:secretary@cddc.org.au
mailto:events@cddc.org.au
mailto:rides@cddc.org.au
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Wakefield Park -TRACKVEMBER 2018 

CDDC and CMC present the 2018 Ride Day at Wakefield Park Raceway  on Thursday 15th November 

Tickets $169.00 per rider + $30.. M.A Licence – Available from CMC 

Expressions of interest required to reserve a place NLT 15 Jul 18 

Payment required to secure place NLT 15 Oct 18 

 

 

TrackVember 2018 

 

 

 

CDDC-CMC Track Day 

Canberra District Ducati Club and Canberra Motorcycle Centre invites you to TrackVember 2018. CMC have 

hired Wakefield Park for a private track day, catering to all levels of experience. 

Riders:  On the day we will be running four groups: Race, Fast, Fast/ Medium, Medium/ Slow.  If you would like 
to be in the same group as a friend, please purchase tickets together at the same time. Novice riders in the Medium/ 
Slow group will start with a guided lap and have the opportunity to learn from our experienced track rider from Canberra 
Motorcycle Centre. All riders are required to wear the appropriate riding gear, as to the standards listed below 

Tickets: Tickets are $169 and can be bought in-store or over the phone. You will also need a MA Day license 
(unless you have a MA license) which is $30 and available to purchase on the day. Once you have registered details and 
purchased your TrackVember ticket, your info pack will be emailed to you with your garage allocation. 

Where: Wakefield Park is situated in Goulburn NSW, just under an hour from Canberra. Riders are asked to sign 
on at the circuit between 7:30am and 8:30am. Riders briefing will be conducted at 8:40am at the base of the control 
tower. 

On the day: Our sponsors will be hosting trade displays on the day, with accessories on show. We recommend 
bringing along a camp/deck chair and plenty of snacks and drinks for the day. The canteen will be open. 

Safety:  All safety measurements will be taken and an Ambulance will be on stand-by in the case of an 
emergency. All motorcycles and riding gear will be scrutineered before being allowed on the track. Please ensure that 
your motorcycle and gear are up to the standards listed below. 
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Motorcycle Requirements: 

Tyres in good condition and have minimum of 2mm of tread above wear indicator including the centre of tyre. Slick tyres 
are allowed if weather permits. Front and rear brakes to operate as per standards and to have minimum thickness rotors 
and brake pads have minimum amount of material. Brake lines are secured correctly and not weep or leak fluid. Fairings 
are to be secured correctly, Fork seals must not show any signs of leaking or weeping fluid. Exhaust to be secured 
correctly and have no sharp edges exposed, Throttle must snap back to position when released . No oil/coolant or fuel 
leaks. Recommended that coolant is drained and replace with water with a corrosion inhibitor. All gear racks/packs must 
be removed. All mirrors must be removed. Chain guard installed as per manufacturers specification/standard 

Riding Gear Requirements: Full-face helmet at minimum of Australian standards AS1698 or European standard 
and visor must be correctly secured. Leather jacket and pants that zip together securely (textile and kevlar are not 
allowed). Leather motorcycle boots that meet half way up to knee must overlap pants or under pants so that skin is 
completely covered - Leather motorcycle gloves that overlap jacket sleeves to completely cover skin. We recommended 
a back protector but is not mandatory. 

 

For the CDDCers whove been on the Harrietville Run this is a view of Mt Hotham on the Bright to Harrietville road in 

June. Brrrrrr 

 

 TESTING TIME FOR THE NEW CDDC WEBSITE WHICH IS NEARLY THERE

 
The new CDDC website is up and running, with a ‘Go Live’ date set for Mid-August. 

A lot of time has been spent getting the new Canberra District Ducati Club website going. The thinking behind 
the new layout was an outward facing, exciting club site that attracted new and existing members alike. The 
information on rides coming up, the newsletter, a club shop where membership can be renewed, regalia 
purchased and tickets to events and dinners are all easily accessed. The general look and feel is now set and 
it’s just waiting on the committee to get the fine details like the privacy policy set, as well as the text that 
describes the ‘About the club’. 
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Time for you to look & play 

We’re encouraging you now to have a look and play with the site visit www.canberradistrictducaticlub.org.au 
and provide feedback. You can do a dry run purchasing a membership plan, and the anniversary dinner (this 
still isn’t live – so will be deleted at the go live date) and help find any bugs or browsing issues. As you can 
hopefully understand; I’m creating and testing on a Windows 8 PC and a Samsung phone. But need users on 
Macs, iPhones, tablets, different browsers, and a Commodore 64 (Peter Yeend) as user testing for formatting. 
Please send feedback to webmastercddc@gmail.com and we’ll take it all on board and do our best to 

accommodate.          Michael Fuller 

 

 CLUB RIDE TO THE LOADED DOG 

It was a Sunday in late June. It was quite cool, the sky was clear, and there was riding to be done. After 
coaxing a poodle to go outside for the day (it involved lifting and shifting), I saddled up and headed over to 
the BP in Watson where I planned to meet the huge cohort of committed riders planning to join me. I knew 
that Andrew Ford had committed via Facebook and Leigh Campbell had expressed interest at being involved 
in the lunch, I was keen to see the commitment of members to riding. I was pleased to see, after nearly a year 
of training members to be on time, I am making progress (that will bite me in the arse now I've said it aloud). 
Andrew turned up at 11, and by ten past I was more than pleasantly by the sound of an 1198s coming around 
the corner. 

After a happy greeting from Nigel Rutley, aka the mountain goat, and a bit of a chat, the three of us saddled 
up and got to the business of making noise and going fast. The ride was very pleasant out to Gundaroo and 
down to the Hume via Shingle Hill Way followed by a squirt over to Bungedore and out to Tarago for a bite to 
eat. The most memorable parts of the journey for me were getting past the cars before going through 
Bungendore. Andrew and Nigel got some enjoyment from Shingle Hill way. 

We sat down in the sun at the Loaded Dog pub in Tarago, enjoying temperatures pushing 20 degrees C. After 
we had ordered food and a beer, we were joined by a second Multistrada, piloted by Leigh. After a short trip 
inside to order, Lee re-emerged for some tales from Nigel about the things he has seen in his time behind the 
wheel, Nigel has seen some interesting and scary things. Leigh must've had words with the people in the 
kitchen though, despit arriving 20 minutes later than us, he got food at least 45 minutes earlier! After what 
felt like an eternity waiting, and scoffing food, the decision was made that we would sprint back into Canberra 

http://www.canberradistrictducaticlub.org.au/
mailto:webmastercddc@gmail.com
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through Bungendore and go our separate ways. A good little day out was had, and no-one froze. I hope to see 

more of you out there soon!          Rhys 

Co-ordinated Rider 

 CDDC 2018 MOTOGP TIPPING COMPETITION – Rd 5 CATALUNYA

 
Greetings, I've finally climbed off my deathbed after suffering all week with a killer case of manflu. It's been 
touch and go for a few days but I believe I'll live to the end of next week if I don't eat or drink for another 
three days. I had quite a bit to say about Catalunya but except for Dovi buggering up his chances even more, 
there's not much worth saying. The good thing is, he's told the world's media he knows what he did wrong in 
both the last two races. HE FELL OFF! How hard was that to work out, I wonder? 

 

What was hard to work out in the tipping is how come Roberts managed to pick the podium correctly for all 9 
points! I've finalised the review and it seems the only explanation is it was sheer dumb luck! In any case, he's 
slipped past Tim to rocket up to 14th place for a week at least. Other big movers were George S, up 4 and Alan 
Cory up 3. On the other side of the ledger, Ian and John both missed a gear and dropped 4 places, Here's how 
it looks before tonight's race. 

Contenders Mugello Catalunya 

Alan Cory 22 24 

Chris Roberts 12 21 

Ross Burke 23 28 

Taso Samios 32 39 

Doug Lawrie 22 28 

Craig Evans 28 33 

George Step 205 24 

Tony Yeend 20 25 

Ian Thompson 22 24 

Jeff Piper 21 26 

John Lyon 22 24 

Sarge 19 24 
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Contenders Mugello Catalunya 

Rod Hood 26 31 

Tim F 15 20 

George D 19 26 

 

Lorenzo leading Marquez @ Catalunya MotoGP race 

 

 PICS FROM UPDATED DUCATI FACTORY MUSEUM BY PHIL AYNSLEY 

In late 2016, the Ducati museum underwnt a majoer overhaul. A much cleaner and more thematic approach 
was taken. For some up-to-date Phil Aynsley pics of the museum see here: 

http://www.philaphoto.com/imageLibrary/thumbnails.php?album=1861 

 

There are some impressive pics of individual bikes. The 2 silver 750s ridden by Paul Smart & Bruno Spaggiari at 
the now famous Imola 200 of 1972 are supposedly presented. There is also a lovely TT2. What I find a little 
odd is that some of the bikes presented are not actually what they are purported to be. The so-called 
Hailwood bike from the 1978 IOM TT win is not original, it’s a replica with the genuine original bike residing in 
Japan. Same for the the so-called 2 bikes of Smart & Spaggiari from Imola in 1972, as Smart’s bike (No. 16) 

http://www.philaphoto.com/imageLibrary/thumbnails.php?album=1861
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being still in the possession of Paul Smart in the UK. Spaggiari’s bike (No, 9) may be his actual bike, he being a 
long-term factory rider?? 

 THE (NEARLY) GUNBARREL RIDE – PART 1 

Well our ‘D’ day came. I rode and met up with my companions in cool Canberra weather.  We are in high 
spirits at the prospect of our adventure. A few last-minute changes meant we were going to try and ride to 
the western most point of Australia and then head East across the outback ‘highways’. Our several days took 
us through Ivanho, Miniindee, and onto Broken Hill; but not without some hairy moments.   

We had to cross minor dirt roads and in one place had thirty to forty kilometres of freshly drenched and 
graded slippery clay road which was hard to stand up on, let alone ride on! This was the most frightening part 
of the ride for me (though one of a couple) as the bike squirmed its way across the soft slippery clay 
threatening to ditch me into the 20cm (at least) of mud piled up on one side of the road. I did not have the 
benefit of knobbly tyres but the Continental TKC70s managed to see me through to the end of that bit of 
road. The value of the Stay Upright adventure course became obvious too. I did my best riding with shoulders 
back, looking where I wanted to go, legs straight and head up combined with careful powering through the 
trickiest bits and very carefully backing off where possible to regain a sensible speed (so I could power 
through again). 

Hotels are always appreciated at the end of a ride so at Broken Hill we stayed at the very same hotel featured 
in ‘Princilla Queen of the Desert’. This is worth seeing. The artwork is amazing. Our next day saw us heading 
toward Port Augusta through bright yellow canola fields and other various agricultural pursuits.  The views 
from the escarpments were quite spectacular. At one point though I saw a horse and rider in the distance 
galloping up a hill but a second look confirmed it was the biggest roo I have ever seen. I made a mental note 
to keep an eye out for those big roos from that point on. After several days of riding and stopping to take in 
scenery we headed west with heavy winds coming across and to the front of us. Fully loaded, with large 
fairings we would occasionally get blown across the road. It slowed us down and tired us all quite rapidly. 
Rough road saw a top box part company with the frame of the one of the BMWs. Road side panel beating saw 
it back in use. 

At the head of the bite, we saw a lot of whales calving and by night of the 31st August we were camped on the 
cliffs having covered 500klms for the day. Late in the afternoon a rider on a KTM came in. He was on his way 
home having just completed his ride (supported) across the Gun barrel. They had a few tumbles and the deep 
sand made it tough going for them in places; something for us to look forward to. It was here on the cliffs we 
decided to break out some wine and rum which gave friends Steve and Clayton the idea to dangle their legs 
over the edge.  My father is a geophysicist (I’ve mentioned this before I think) and I know the signs of unstable 
rocks and stayed well back, tempted as I was. 

In the morning we could see another whale and calf at the base of the cliff along with several sea lions that 
made quite a racket with their bellowing. The road to Balladonia is sealed of course. However, rain water 
filled the deep grooves in the road caused by road trains. Often the water was several centre meters deep and 
it was a bit nerve racking riding between the grooves while maintaining cruising speeds along a very narrow 
strip of bitumen. I now know what it feels like to ‘aqua plane’ on a bike to the next bit of tangible ‘dry’ 
bitumen. I don’t think any of us were ready for this sort of riding. Rain is not fun and lightening didn’t make us 
feel any more comfortable out here on the open road. I was relieved when the others decided to take the 
hotel option at Balladonia. It was appreciated and we had a good feed. 

We headed to Norseman and northwest from there to the most western point we could get to taking in 
scenery and stopping at country towns for coffee breaks. Past Geraldton and on the western point at a place 
called Hamilton, where we saw stromadalytes and crystal clear sea water so salty that only extremophiles can 
live in. Riding east the roads took us onto our famed red dirt roads. I lost a sleeping bag off the back of the 
bike! I never got it back! Not a good start to this part of the ride. Eventually we got to Wiluna but not without 
a few moments on roads best described as ‘squirrily’. 
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We had been given a warning about Wiluna to keep our bikes and gear in sight, so we took it in turns to mind 
the bikes when paying for fuel.  We dropped into the police station to let them know where we were heading 
and our intentions. A quick check of our papers (the permits to cross indigenous land) proved we had done 
our homework properly and with everything in order headed to the camping ground out of town. The owners 
of the grounds were fantastic, hospitable and helpful.  However, they have no liquor licence. They are not 
allowed to sell it or even give it away.  This is ‘dry’ country. Booze in these parts is very carefully policed. 

Despite this we managed some wine and to this day I don’t know how we did that.  Trevor Allen 

See Part 2 next month 

 DUCATI RESOURCES IN THE ACT/QUEANBEYAN/YASS AREA 

So you own, or are thinking of owning a Ducati in the ACT/Queanbeya/Yass area. What resources/support can 
you access if you do own a Duck or you get a Duck? Set out below is a list of the main sources of bikes, parts, 
servicing, advice you can call upon. 

Canberra Motorcycle Centre (CMC) 

http://www.canberramcc.com.au/ 

30 Ipswich St Fyshwick - 61754444 

CMC is the local Ducati dealership. So for any warranty work it’s the only resource. Obviously they also sell 
parts, official Ducati clothing as well as doing servicing. My experience is Steve in parts is really helpful. 

Belt & Bevel (B&B)  
http://beltandbevel.com.au/  
Call 0408 223 069 to speak to Michael Fuller 
B&B is the place for that hard to find part, both for new & old Ducks. B&B stocks many parts not found 
anywhere else. As a special exclusive for CDDC members a 10% discount can be accessed but you need to 
quote the discount code which is currently CDDC18. 

Desmoharmonic 

desmoharmonic@icloud.com 

15/18 Whyalla St Fyshwick 0408764374 

Desmoharmonic as in desmodromic is a new service studio owned and operated by Peter Giles who many of 
you may know as he has been specialising in Ducati service here in Canberra since 2001 and has over 25 years 
experience with Ducati working at many different dealerships including JHP Ducati Coventry UK. 
Desmoharmonic can cater for all your service needs on all models post warranty, a tyre service is also 
available. He to is offering a 10% dicount on all parts to club members. 

  25 YEARS SINCE THE INTRO OF THE WORLD’S BEST LOOKING 

MOTORCYCLE EVER – THE 916  

It’s hard to believe but it’s been 25 years since the introduction of the best looking motorcycle ever made. It 
all started at the end of 1993, when Ducati unveiled the 1994 916. See here for a very interesting 4 page 
snapshot history, with pics, of the 916 journey culminating in the 998FE of 2004. 
https://www.visordown.com/motorcycle-news-general-news/worlds-most-beautiful-motorcycle-ducatis-916-
celebrated-0 

http://www.canberramcc.com.au/
http://beltandbevel.com.au/
mailto:desmoharmonic@icloud.com
https://www.visordown.com/motorcycle-news-general-news/worlds-most-beautiful-motorcycle-ducatis-916-celebrated-0
https://www.visordown.com/motorcycle-news-general-news/worlds-most-beautiful-motorcycle-ducatis-916-celebrated-0
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  DUCATI RE-TAKES PIKES PEAK TITLE  
  

Ducati racer Carlin Dunne has led the 2018 Spider Grips Ducati Pikes Peak team to victory and reclaimed the 
crown as King of the Mountain. Dunne completed today’s ‘Race to the Clouds’ in 9’59:102. This is Dunne’s 
fourth victory at Pikes Peak. 

 

“We did it. We took the podium,” said Dunne, who notably was the first motorcyclist ever to traverse the 
4,720-foot Pikes Peak race course in less than 10 minutes in 2012. “The Multistrada 1260 Pikes Peak proved as 
amazing as we all hoped. It performed flawlessly, giving me everything I needed to get up the mountain. Pikes 
Peak is never an easy race, but the weather cooperated and we clinched the victory for Ducati.” 

This is Ducati’s seventh victory on the mountain since the company’s debut in 2008. Ducati and Dunne held 
the all-time course record from 2012 until 2017, a year in which Ducati was not part of the official race 
competition. Dunne’s previous victory in 2012 was achieved on the game-changing Multistrada 1200 S. 

This year, Dunne secured the win on the new Multistrada 1260 Pikes Peak model. The new Multistrada 1260 
Pikes Peak showcases the versatility of a new, larger displacement 1262 cc Ducati Testastretta DVT engine 
delivering 18% more torque in the mid-range. The bike is also paired with a redesigned chassis for increased 
stability. Rounding out the Ducati team this year was new member Codie Vahsholtz, who finished in third with 
a time of 10’12:703. Vahsholtz is a Colorado native who comes from a family of Pikes Peak champions and has 
established a series of victories of his own. 
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 40 YEAR ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS FOR HAILWOOD’S 1978 IOM TT 

VICTORY 

23 times TT winner John McGuiness will ride the 1978 Hailwood Ducati on demonstration laps @ the IOM 
Classic TT in August this year. See here:  https://www.iomtt.com/news/2017/11/20/classic-tt-to-
celebrate-mike-hailwoods-1978-return 

 

Alan Cathcart on the 1978 TT winning Hailwood Ducati 

See some up-close detailed pics of the Hailwood Ducati here: https://veetwo.com/gallery-
images.html?gid=Mike%20Hailwood-1978-TT-Ducati 

 VEE TWO HAILWOOD REPLICA TO COST $197,000 

Vee Two Australia has released the price for their 40 year anniversary Hailwood Ducati replica at $197,000. 
See here for more detail on what you get: http://amcn.com.au/editorial/new-hailwood-race-replica/ 

 

 

 

https://www.iomtt.com/news/2017/11/20/classic-tt-to-celebrate-mike-hailwoods-1978-return
https://www.iomtt.com/news/2017/11/20/classic-tt-to-celebrate-mike-hailwoods-1978-return
https://veetwo.com/gallery-images.html?gid=Mike%20Hailwood-1978-TT-Ducati
https://veetwo.com/gallery-images.html?gid=Mike%20Hailwood-1978-TT-Ducati
http://amcn.com.au/editorial/new-hailwood-race-replica/
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  UK WALLOPERS GET V4 PANIGIRLIES  

The UK police force has done a smart thing and chosen V4 Panigirlies for their 2 wheel patrol vehicles. See: 
https://www.visordown.com/motorcycle-news-general-news/v4-vendetta-ducati-kits-out-uk-cops-panigale-
v4 

 

 NEW MONSTER 25 ANNIVERSARIO 

Ducati first presented their Monster at the Cologne trade fair in 1992 and production began on 5 March 1993. 
In just a few years the bike had become a new icon in the modern history of Ducati with over 325,000 
Monsters sold since inception. The Monster was the predecessor that bred a fleet of sporty naked bikes and 
to celebrate 25 years of Monster, Ducati has created the Monster 1200 25th Anniversario. For some v/nice 
pics go to: 

http://www.mcnews.com.au/ducati-monster-1200-anniversario-25th-anniversary-model-25-anniversario/ 

 

 SO HOW FAST IS THE DUCATI GP18?? 

Now 99% of CDDC members think that the fastest motorbike in the world is the Super Hyper owned by the 
editor. However, this may no longer be true. Andrea Dovizioso recently set a new MotoGP maximum speed 
record at Mugello when he clocked an eye watering 356.5kph during the race on the Factory Ducati. Besting 
the previous record of 354.9kph set in 2016, also at the Italian circuit. Ducati has pretty much ruled the top 
speed roost since the Desmosedici joined the ranks of MotoGP some 15 years ago. The mighty GP18 is 

https://www.visordown.com/motorcycle-news-general-news/v4-vendetta-ducati-kits-out-uk-cops-panigale-v4
https://www.visordown.com/motorcycle-news-general-news/v4-vendetta-ducati-kits-out-uk-cops-panigale-v4
http://www.mcnews.com.au/ducati-monster-1200-anniversario-25th-anniversary-model-25-anniversario/
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ballistic, hitting 350kph from rest in 14.27 seconds, and has the power to hit the limiter in top at a giddy 
368kph. 

If the Desmo’s frontal area and coefficient drag has been calculated correctly, with long enough gearing and 
an equally long straight, the Desmo could be good for close to 380kph. Evident on the acceleration graph are 
slight dips for the gear changes as we could not fully simulate a seamless gearbox, so expect gear changes to 
be a little quicker in real life, and thus saving a little more time in the process. 

Most impressive is not so much how the Desmo rockets from the line, but how it keeps accelerating. Its 200-
300 km/h time of 4.33 is only 1.4 slower than it’s 100-200kph time. Even with very advanced electronics it’s 
still not entirely possible to put all of the Desmo’s power to the ground below 250kph, that would require the 
bike to be stretched and lowered with a wheelie bar. Uncensored full-throttle only likely occurs above 250 
km/h, and this is why you witness such impressive high speed acceleration for the Desmosedici. Set out below 
are the measured acceleration figures for Dovizioso’s GP18 Ducati. 

100-200 km/h 2.95 

100-300 km/h 7.26 

200-300 km/h 4.33 

300-350 km/h 4.5 

0-100 km/h 2.52 

0-160 km/h 4.23 

0-200 km/h 5.45 

0-220 km/h 6.18 

0-240 km/h 6.96 

0-260 km/h 7.74 

0-290 km/h 9.25 

0-300 km/h 9.72 

0-320 km/h 10.93 

0-330 km/h 11.83 

0-340 km/h 12.98 

0-350 km/h 14.27 

SS/QM 8.99/284 km/h 

SS/KM 15.54/358 km/h 

S/Mile 21.44/367 km/h 

Top Speed 368 km/h (Rev Limiter) 

It’s exciting that the bikes we can buy now from the dealership are faster than factory WSBK’s from 20 years 
ago, and nudging at the straight line performance of the two-stroke Grand Prix machines from the same era. 
Maybe 10-20 years from now we’ll be riding road bikes that accelerate like the Desmo GP18. Will they be 
powered by engines as we know them, or will they be electric only, or perhaps a hybrid…? It’s even more 
fascinating to speculate what Ducati’s GP48 will be like, and how fast it might be if we continue on this 
performance arc. 
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 BUSTIN THE MYHS AROUND BIKE ENGINE OIL 

I've heard you shouldn't mixing synthetic and normal mineral oil - is that bad for my engine? 

Technically, it is possible to mix all types of engine oil without any problems. You just have to bear in mind 
that you also mix their properties. The only situation when it makes sense to mix different oils is when you are 
running low on oil and the right oil is not at hand. Topping up with any oil is always better than riding with low 
oil. If you top up with oil which doesn't meet the specifications for the motorcycle, you should do an oil 
change soon. 

Is car oil bad for bike engines? I've got a cheap mate who insists on using basic supermarket car oil in his 
bike, no matter how many times I tell him it's not a good plan... 

Usually yes, especially in a motorcycle with a wet clutch. Wet clutches depend on a precisely-defined friction 
coefficient of the oil whereas engine oils for cars try to reduce friction to a minimum in order to reduce fuel 
consumption and emissions. In a motorcycle this results in a slipping clutch. 

In addition engine oil for cars comes with a lot of extra properties, eg. for particle filters, which are not 
needed in motorcycles and may even show adverse effects. 

 

So for a wet clutch, any anti-friction oil additives are bad? 

No, not in general. It is like in medicine: the dose makes the poison. For example, our LIQUI MOLY Motorbike 
Oil Additive is an anti-friction additive which comes with MoS2 particles as solid lubricant. Maximum dosage is 
three percent - and this ensures that wear and tear are reduced, but the clutch does not slip. 

Can you use gear oil as chain lube? I remember it being the official advice in bike owners' manuals years 
ago. 

The basic idea is right because gear oil shows better adhesion properties than engine oil. But on the other 
hand gear oil is less resistant to acceleration forces than chain lube. So you may think about lubricating slowly 
running chains with gear oil but for motorcycle chains that is not a good idea. Use a specialised chain lube like 
our LIQUI MOLY chain lube. 

Does petrol really go bad or 'off' if it's left in my bike's fuel tank over winter? Does petrol get 'old'? 

Of course, gasoline evaporates over the course of time. But a tank is a sealed system, so this effect is 
negligible. If you observe a significantly lower fuel level after the winter break, this indicates a small leakage in 
the fuel system, so gasoline could evaporate (or spill). In general you should always completely fill the tank 
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before the winter break. The less gasoline is in the tank, the more air is inside. The humidity of the air results 
in condensation water and water in the fuel promotes corrosion.  

I've read online that modern gasoline 'kills' bikes. The ethanol and other green rubbish wrecks the carbs 
and injectors. 

Well, 'killing' is a strong word. The bio-ethanol content in the gasoline is quite corrosive. It is aggressive 
towards seals that aren't designed to withstand bio-ethanol. This is often the case with older motorcycles. In 
addition it is responsible for forming deposits at the carburettor when the motorcycle is not used for a longer 
period of time. Our A Motorbike Gasoline Stabiliser helps to prevent the formation of these deposits. 

Does Super unleaded (98RON) petrol give more power than normal 95RON unleaded? 

Yes –so long as the engine is designed for 98 octane. Old engines (from the 1950s and older) often have 
difficulties with 98 octane and show in fact worse performance than with 95 octane fuel. When the engine is 
designed for both octane levels, 98 octane delivers the better performance. 

Is DOT 5 brake fluid ‘better’ than DOT 3? Will it make my brakes better? 

No, these are two different technologies which are not compatible. DOT 3 is based on glycol and DOT 5 on 
silicone. You must not mix them. Always refer to the motorcycle manual for the right brake fluid and stick to 
these instructions. There's no need to change to a “better” specification. 

Do I need to use a special oil for running in a new bike engine? 

No, that is a thing of the past. Today engines are manufactured with far smaller tolerances. If you want to 
help your engine during the first miles of his life, add LIQUI MOLY Motorbike Oil Additive to the oil. It reduces 
the abrasive running in wear. 

 

Modern synthetic material is quite advanced 

Is synthetic oil always the best to use? 

There are three basic types of oil: mineral oil, synthetic oil and hydro-cracked oil (HC oil). Mineral oil is the 
traditional oil: simple, cheap, low performance. Synthetic oil is chemically created from single molecules 
(Poly-alpha-olefins, PAO). This technology has been introduced in the 1970s. It offers great performance but is 
also expensive. HC oils are also synthetically produced. They offer almost the same performance like PAO oil 
but at a more affordable price. This technology entered the market in the 1990s. Many of the new engine oils 
are HC oils. 
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How do I find the right oil for my motorcycle if I haven't got the owners' manual? 

That depends on the specifications of the motorcycle manufacturer. There is an online oil guide at www.liqui-
moly.com, which h elps to find the right oil. Just enter make, model and engine and you get a list of oils which 
all are well suited for that motorcycle. 

How can I tell when an oil change is really needed? 

Simply follow the instructions from the manual. It is the motorcycle manufacturer who decides after how 
many miles or how many months the oil needs to be changed. LIQUI MOLY as an oil producer does not define 
separate oil change intervals. It strongly recommends to follow the motorcycle manufacturer’s instructions. 
Rubbing used oil between thumb and finger does not tell you anything about the current quality of the oil. 
The only way to properly assess the oil condition would be to run an analysis in the laboratory. 

When should I do the oil change – before or after the winter break? 

Always before the winter break. With every mile and every day the additives in the oil are used up. If the oil in 
the engine is about to reach the end of its lifetime, its capacity to neutralise acids is limited. And acids are 
likely to form due to condensation water and combustion residues. The fresh oil still has its full capacity of 
acid neutralisation agents and is able to protect the engine from corrosion during the whole winter break. 

 

350Desmo - 004 

Introduced in 1971 and produced just for that and the following year (before the final Tartarini-styled models of '73-74), 
the 250, 350 & 450 Desmo's most prominent feature was the silver metalflake fibreglass bodywork. This Italian 
registered bike was exported to the US and is in correct, original condition apart from the following: front mudguard 
should be attached by hose clamps, not bolted; the horn grill should be chrome, not black; the standard plastic/Bakelite 
tach mount (which always broke at low milage) has been replaced with an alloy item; the speedo cable is not fitted; later 
version tach drive fitted; hand grips not 'closed'. The 350 was perhaps the pick of the range - a bit more power than the 
250 but without the vibration and (sometimes) starting dramas of the 450. Different markets tended to receive particular 
models, the UK took mainly 350s while Australia imported mostly 250 & 450s (1971-2: 250-76, 350-19, 450-159). 24hp at 
8,000rpm. Dry weight 128kg. Photographed in northern California. 2016 

 

 

http://www.liqui-moly.com/
http://www.liqui-moly.com/
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